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For Today: Second Chances 
God is not only the God of second chances; He is the God of another chance. This 
is good news because most of us mess up the second chance fairly quickly. One of 
the amazing facets of God’s character is His incredible patience with us. Psalm 
86:15 says it well: "But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger 
and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness."  

Micah 7:18 says, "Who is a God like you, 
pardoning iniquity and passing over 
transgression for the remnant of his 
inheritance? He does not retain his anger 
forever, because he delights in steadfast love." 
The Bible is full of people who received second 
chances, and even third and fourth chances: 
Peter, Jonah, Mark, Samson, David, and others. 
All trophies of God’s grace. 

Just as God is patient and forgiving, He wants His children to be patient with and 
forgiving of others (Colossians 3:12). He gives us second chances, and we must 
give the same to others. Jesus gives a stern warning to those who refuse to 
forgive, saying that if we will not forgive others, God will not forgive us (Matthew 
6:15; Ephesians 4:32; Colossians 3:13; Proverbs 19:11 

Offering forgiveness is not the same thing as reconciliation. We should be willing 
to forgive everyone who wrongs us, just as Jesus forgives us. But, when someone 
continues to unrepentantly violate another person’s boundaries, a wise person 
learns to set firmer boundaries. Giving someone a second chance means we give 
him another chance to earn our trust. But that does not mean we instantly forget 
what experience has taught us. Trust must be earned over time. 

Even God has a limit on forgiveness. In Romans 1:18-32, the apostle Paul warns us 
what happens when we continue to spurn God’s patience and reject His call to 
repentance. Three different times, the phrase "God turned them over" appears. 
When we insist on running our lives the way we want rather than the way God 
wants, He lets us.  

God does everything possible to draw us to repentance, offering forgiveness and 
second chances (2 Peter 3:9). But if we continue to reject Him, the offer is 
withdrawn and, at death, there are no more chances (Hebrews 9:27). God’s grace 
is our model. We can offer second chances to others until a healthy relationship is 
no longer possible. 

     
    

Clark Fork Seventh-day Adventist Church 
Sabbath, September 25, 2021 

https://www.clarkforkadventist.org/


Sabbath Worship 
Rejoicing in God’s Presence, 9:30 a.m. 
Sabbath School Superintendent Yvonne Hunt 
Adults Sabbath School, Sanctuary, 9:50–10:35 a.m. Robert Steele 

God’s Family in Worship, 10:45 a.m. 

Welcome and Announcements, 10:45 a.m. Platform host, Wally Remitz 

Preparing our hearts for worship. Leaders and congregation kneel in prayer 

Opening Hymn, “Like a River Glorious” Hymn 74 

Scripture: 2 Peter 3:9 (see below)  
Prayer and Praise 

Congregation Hymn Hear Our Prayer, O Lord, Hear our prayer, O Lord; 
 Incline Thine ear to us, and grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

Call for Morning Offering: UCC Bible Workers 

Doxology, “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” Hymn 694 

Children’s Story James Hunt 

Special Music 

Sermon                                           God is Love James Hunt 

Closing Hymn, “I Sing the Mighty Power of God” Hymn 88 

Benediction 

Welcome 
We are glad that you came to worship Jesus with us today! Our prayer is that you 
will experience God’s presence and blessing. Please join us for potluck in the 
Fellowship Hall, following our service. Vegetarian/vegan contributions preferred. 

Upcoming Speakers: October 2, Denny Evans  
October 9, not confirmed yet 

 
Announcements 

First Reading: 2021–2022 Board Officers and Ministry Leadership 

Prophecy Seminar, October 1–29, Hayden SDA Church: Every night except 
for Sundays and Wednesdays, but one meeting on Sunday, October 3. Please pray 
for this effort and invite your friends and neighbors! 

Destined for Joy: Women’s virtual retreat on Sabbath, October 23. Keynote 
Speaker is Carla Gober Park, with guest musician Natalia Nesteruk. Free event, 
but registration is required, at www.uccsda.org/womensretreat. 

Prayeradigm Shift Retreat, Camp MiVoden, October 29-31: Join with church 
members from around the UCC for a powerful prayer retreat. Pavel Goia will be 
the keynote speaker. Churches are invited to send 2-4 people. If you are interested, 
talk to your pastor. Childcare is provided and scholarships are available. More 
information online at www.PrayeradigmShift.org. 

Neil Nedley Depression/Anxiety Recovery Program: Get your life and health 
back! Join us as we identify causes and examine ways to overcome and improve 
mental health. Tuesdays, September 28–November 23, 6–8 p.m. at 1327 Superior 
St Sandpoint, or join by ZOOM. Call Sandee 208-290-3547 to register. 

We’re encouraging a little distance—to protect against the spread of diseases: 
Don't assume someone wants to shake your hand; wait for them to initiate. And 
don't walk up to someone assuming they're OK with you giving them a hug. 

September Stewpot Newsletter copy is 
on the clipboard today. For an electronic 
copy, give Beth your request. 

Wednesday Prayer Meeting: Paused 
for now. 

Prayer Requests: If you have a prayer 
request, no matter how small, please call 
Janet Remitz at 406-847-5526. 

 

Clark Fork, sunset tonight: 6:37 p.m.; next Friday night: 6:25 p.m. 
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